
Patterns
Use TEETH strategy to find the next numbers in a pattern.  
Continue the pattern at least 3 to 4 numbers when comparing to 
answer choices.

STEPS:

5,  7,  6,  8,  7,   9,  ___,   ___,  ___ 

Find the missing numbers:

1.  Draw teeth between the #’s.

2.  Write the operation under each tooth.

3.  Look for a pattern.      + 2 then -1

4.  Continue pattern to find the next several numbe rs.

+ 2 - 1 + 2 - 1 + 2 - 1

8

+ 2 - 1

10 9

Example:
Mary decided to put any rocks that she found in a jar.  On the 
first day, she put 2 rocks in the jar.  On the second day, she put 5 
rocks in the jar.  On the third day, she put 8 rocks in the jar. If 
the pattern continues, how many rocks were in the jar by the 
end of the sixth day?

2, 5, 8, ___, ___, ___
Day 1 2 3 4 5 6

+3 +3 +3 +3 +3

11 14 17

A. 14                   B.  17 

C.  40                   D.  57
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