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        Cy-Ridge Senior Newsletter 
           (From the Counselorsõ Office) 

Counselors:  Julia Everett (A-Cas) ð Betty McGinnis (Cat-F) ð Roland Diaz (G-Jin) ð Tamyra Bruce 
(Jio-Mel) ð Brenda Lamb (Mem-Pri) ð Suzanna Mouton (Prj-Sof)ð Carol Morris (Sog-Z) 

Lead Counselor:  Linda Gonzales 
                                 Counselorsõ Secretaries:  Karen Shahan & Jane Edwards                Fall Edition 

 

What Should College Bound 
Senior Be Doing Now? 

 
*Pick the right courses.  Make 
sure youôre following the 
Recommended High School 
graduation plan to get the well-rounded skills 
and knowledge you need to meet college 
admission requirements. 
 
*Take the required test(s).Pick up SAT, 
ACT & THEA registration packets and 
practice books at Counselorsô Corner or in 
the Counselorsô Office. 

 
*Earn ñAutomatic Admissionò to a public 
college/ university.  Graduate in the top ten 
percent of your class and youôre 
automatically eligible for admission to any 
public college/university in the state of 
Texas.  
 
*Submit the common application for 
freshmen admission ïapplytexas.org  
(Contact community, technical and private 
colleges directly for their applications.) 

 
*Get INVOLVED!  Volunteer.  Join a club, 
continue with team sports or service 
organizations.  You may be eligible for a 
scholarship!  More volunteer information is 
available in the Counselorsô Office. 
 
*Apply for Scholarships.   With just a little 
bit of effort, you can set yourself up this year 
and the path toward getting money for 
college. Read on to find out the best places 
to look. J   
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

$ Senior Stuff 

$ College Information 

$ Scholarship Info 

$ Financial Aid Info 

$ Testing Info 

$ Upcoming Events/Important Dates 

 
 
 

APPLY TEXAS 
Application for Admission 

 
Apply Texas was created to help make 
applying to Texas public four year 
colleges/universities 
easier.  Each university 
has its own unique 
admission instructions 
and required credentials.  
In addition to submitting the application, 
refer to the website or contact the 
admissions office of each university to which 
you apply for additional admission 
requirements.  Apply at www.applytexas.org 
 
 

SENIORS SHOULD COMPLETE A 
PROFILE PACKET OR RESUME!!! 
 
Seniors éDonôt Procrastinate!!...  if you 
need letters of recommendation for 
college admission applications or 
scholarship applications a senior profile, or 
resume, needs to be completed and given 
to the person you request to write the letter 
of recommendation.  Once the profile packet 
has been completed, make copies for your 

files for future use. J 
 
 
 
 
Letters of Recommendation 
 
A request for a letter of 
recommendation should be 
made well in advance, at least 2 weeks.  
 
 Before making a letter-of 
recommendation request, a senior profile 
packet or resume must be completed and 
given to the counselor.  This pertinent 
information is needed to assist in writing the 
letter of recommendation.  Pick up a packet 
at Counselorsô Corner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.applytexas.org/
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OPEN HOUSE SET FOR 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2009  

 
PARENTSé BE THERE!!! 

 
Parents will not want to miss out on the 
opportunity to meet teachers and 
administrators at this very informative 
meeting.  Parents will pick-up and follow 
their studentôs schedule. J 

 
SENIOR PARENT MEETING 

COMING SOON!!! 
 
A meeting for senior parents has been 
scheduled at Cy-Ridge on 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2009.  
Important information will 
be shared and made 
available. Senior students 
will meet with their counselor during the 
months of September and October.  J    

 
 

Class Rank and GPA Made 
Available 

 
Official class rank and GPA information will 
be made available to seniors this fall.  
Students may pick up this info at 
Counselorsô Corner during their lunch 
period.  J 

 
 

Afternoon classes 
will not be offered 
at Windfern this fall. 
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, October 7, 2009, the Cy-
Fair ISD Guidance and Counseling Dept. will 
host College Night at the Berry Center from 
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Hundreds of college, 
university, vocational, and military 
representatives will be present to share 
information with students and parents.  
Donôt miss this great opportunity to 
communicate directly with the 
representatives.  J 

Donôt Miss Military Academy Night! 
 

Military representatives will host this annual 
meeting on November 17, 2009,  
 7:00 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m at Berry Center.   
Students and parents 
interested in acquiring 
more information about 
the military academies 
should attend this 
meeting. J 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Military Representatives at Cy-
Ridge 
 
Military representatives will be available at 
Cy-Ridge weekly in the cafeteria during 
lunches to visit with students and share 
information and opportunities the military 

offers. 
 
 
 
 

Counselorsõ Corner 
 

Want to stay on top of 

things?...Need college 

information?...Need to visit 

with your counselor?...Need 

answers?...  

 

If soéVisit Counselorsõ 

Corner !!! 
When:   Monday thru Thursday    

Where:  Cafeteria, during lunches  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

Grants!  Loans!  Scholarships!  
Work-Study Programs! 

 
College Admission and/or 
Financial Aid Workshops 
will be held at the Berry 
Center on Tuesday, 
December 1, 2009 at 7:00 
p.m.  The FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid) will be made available in the 
Counselorsô Office in December.  Parents 
are encouraged to attend this very 
informative meeting! J 

 

*Submit the FAFSA application ASAP 

after  Jan 1, 2010 at 

www.fafsa. ed.gov 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE COLLEGE ATHLETES 

MUST REGIST ER WITH THE 

NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE  

 
Future college athletes planning to attend 

a Division I or II college or 

university must register with 

the NCAA Clearinghouse  by 

the fall of the ir  senior year .  

See coaches fo r more 

information.  J 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 1, 2009  ð DEADLINE 

FOR COMPLETION OF 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES! 

 
Seniors have a December 1, 2009 deadline 
to complete correspondence courses.  
Seniors planning to register for a 
correspondence course must have their 
counselorôs permission before 
registering. J 
 

 
 
 

College Bound Seniors ï Have you 
Taken the SAT and/or ACT? 
 
Students planning to enter a four-year 
college or university must take a college 
entrance exam, either the SAT or ACT.  
(both are recommended).  If neither has 
been taken, now is the time to register. 
SAT and ACT registration packets and 
practice book are available at 
Counselorsô Corner and in the 
Counselorsô Office. J 
 
*Register Online: 
SAT:  www.collegeboard.com 
ACT:  www.actstudent.org 
 

 

SAT Prep Courses  at Cy-Ridge  
Sept. 9 - Oct. 7, 2009 

2:45 pm ï 4:15 pm in Building T 2 
Cost:  $125/10 sessions 

Mondays ï English 
Wednesdays -Math 

 
You may also visit the SAT Preparation 
Center at www.collegeboard.com/satprep 
 the only place on the Web 
where you can get 
official SAT 
questionsðfree.  
Youôll find: 
J The Official 

SAT Question 
of the Day 

J Practice 
questions 

J Scored sample 
essays written by actual test takers 

J An official practice test 
 
 

SENIORS-----ITôS NOT TOO 
LATE! 

 
REGISTER FOR THE 

SAT/ACT NOW (IF YOU FAILED TO 
DO SO LAST SPRING) 
Nearly every college in America accepts 

the SAT I or SAT II (subject tests)  as a 

part of its admission process. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/satprep
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Register For the SAT/ACT 

OnlineñItõs Fast and Easy!!!! 

 
V Register  (see òClip & Saveó) 

V Print your SAT Admission Ticket  

V View your SAT scores  

V Send you SAT scores  

V 24-hour access to registration for 

printing or correcting your 

Admission T icket  
 

 

Other Ways to register:  
* Mail registration is 

available to anyone.  

* Payment can be made by 

check, money order, or 

credit card.  

* Stand -by registration is 

available if you miss the late registration 

deadline. 

An additional fee applies, and admissio n to 
a test center cannot be guaranteed.  J 
 

Visit Counselorsõ Corner to pick up 
an ACT and SAT registration 
packet and preparation/practice 
booklet.  
 

 

DO YOU KNOW WHO YOUR 
COUNSELOR IS?  
(Your counselor  may have changed as the 
counselorsõ caseload has changed) 
 

A ð Cas éé..é..Julia Everett 
Cat ð F é..éé..Betty McGinnis 
G ð Jin  ééé...Roland Diaz 
Jio Me  lééé.Tamyra Bruce 
Mem ð Pri é..Brenda Lamb 
Prj ð Sof  é...Suzanna Mouton 
Sog ð Z éé...Carol Morris  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Clip and Save"  
 

Upcoming SAT Test Dates and 

Registrati on Deadlines  
 

SAT Test Dates  Register By  
 

Oct . 10, 200 9  Sept. 9, ô09 

Nov. 7, 200 9  Oct. 1, ô09 

Dec. 5, 200 9  Oct . 30, ô09 

J an. 23, 2010  Dec. 15, ô09 

Mar. 13, 2010  Feb. 4, ô10 

May 1, 2010  Mar. 25, ô10 

June 5, 2010  Apr. 29 , ô10 

*Register for the SAT at 
www.collegeboard.com/reg  
 

ACT Test Dates  Register By  

 

Sept. 12, 200 9  Aug 7, ô09 

Oct. 2 4, 200 9  Sept. 18, ô09 

Dec. 12, 200 9  Nov. 6, ô09 

Feb. 6, 2010  Jan. 5, ô10 

Apr. 10, 2010  Mar . 5, ô10 

June 12, 2010  May 7, ô10 

*Register for the ACT at 
www.actstudent.org  
 

*Cy- Ridge High School Code:  

443 - 535  

  

 
ASVAB Assessment This Fall 
The ASVAB (Armed Force Vocational 
Aptitude Battery) will be administered 
November 3, 7:30 am, at Cy-Ridge.  Taking 
this assessment is not an 
obligation to enlist in 
the military.  Juniors 
and seniors are 
encouraged to take 
the ASVAB as it can 
be a very useful tool in 
making a career choice. J 

 

 

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/reg
http://www.actstudent.org/
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THEA ð IMPORTANT FOR 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS  

 
Students  planning to attend college in the 

summer/fall of 200 9 should plan on taking 

the THEA (Texas Higher Education  

Assessment)  in the spring of 20 10.  

* Students may exempt THEA with TAKS, 

SAT or ACT scores.  THEA exemption 

guidelines are available at Counselors õ  

Corner. J 

 

Juniors and seniors are allowed two  

college visitation days during their junior 

and senior years.   To schedule a visit:  

 

V Always call ahead of time and make 

an appointment  with the college or 

university . 
V Pick up a òCollege Visitation Dayó 

fo rm from the Attendance Office.  

A parentõs signature and Assistant 

Principalõs signature  is needed 

before  the college  visit.  

V The college representative must 

sign and  stamp  (with official 

college seal) the  form before  the 

student leaves the campus. 

V The for m should be turned in to 

the  Attendance Office  the 

following school day to excuse your 

absence. 

*Forms will not be accepted without the 
college representativeõs signature and 

official college seal . J 

 

18 Year Old Males Required to 
Register With The Selective Service 

 
Almost all U.S. Citizens, who are 18 
to 25, are required to register with 
Selective Service.  Failing to register 
could prevent one from receiving 
grants and scholarships!  Online 
registration is available at 
www.sss.gov or 
www.selectiveservice.com 

Exit Level TAKS Re -Test 
Dates  

 
Seniors will have opportunities 
to retake the Exit -level TAKS .  
Students must pass all sections 
of TAKS to receive a high school 
diplom a. 
 
October 20 Eng/LA  
October 21 Math  
October 22 Science  
October 23 Soc Studies  
 
March 1  English/LA  
March 3  Math  
March 4  Science  
March 5  Soc Studies  
 
April 2 7  English/LA  
April 28   Math  
April 29   Science  
April 30   Soc Studies  

 

Scholarship bulletins an d applications are 

available at Counselorsõ Corner and in the 

Counselorsõ Office.  Scholarships are also 

posted on the Cy -Ridge website.  Check -

out:  
http://schools.cfisd.net/cyridge/home.stm  

 

Also check out www.fastweb.com for a 

free  scholarship search and 

findtuition.com (the largest free 

scholarship search).  

 

 

Applying for 

Scholarships???  
 

 

TOP TEN SCHOLARSHIP TIPS!  

 
1.  Apply only if youõre eligible.  Read all 

of the scholarship requirements and 

directions carefully to make sure youõre 

eligible before  you complete the 

application.  

 

http://www.sss.gov/
http://www.selectiveservice.com/
http://schools.cfisd.net/cyridge/home.stm
http://www.fastweb.com/


 6 

 

2.  Complete the application in full.  

 

3.  Follow instructions .  Provide 

everything  that is required.   Donõt supply 

informati on that is not requested ð you 

could be disqualified.   

 

4.  Neatness counts.  Make several 

photocopies of the application. Use the 

copies as working drafts to develop you 

application packet.  Always type your 

application.  If you must print, do so 

neatly a nd legibly.  

 
5.  Make sure your essay makes an  

impression .  The key to writing a strong 

essay is to be personal and specific.  

Include concrete details  

to make your experience alive:  who, what, 
when and where. 

 

6.  Watch out for deadlines .  To help 

keep on track, impose a deadline on 

yourself that is at least a week before 

the stated deadline.  Use this time to 
proofread your application before you 
submit it.  
 
7.  Make copies before submitting.  

 

8.  Give it a final òonce over.ó  
Proofread the entire appli cation carefully.  

Look for misspelled words or grammatical 

errors.  Ask a friend, teacher or parent 

to proofread it as well.  

 

9.  Ask for help if you need it.   If you 

have questions about the application, call 

the funding organization and ask 

questions.   

 
10.  Remember ð your scholarship  

application represents you !  Your ability 

to submit a neat, timely, complete 

application reflect s on you!  J 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Is it a free 
Scholarship?   Or a  

SCAM? 
 

Watch out for companies that 
make generous scholarship 

promises,  charge you money by 
claiming youõre a finalist in a 
scholarship contest, or request your 
credit card or bank account number to 
hold a scholarship or grant for you.  
Also be wary  of free seminars that 
turn into high pressure sales 
pitches for financial aid  
information thatõs really 
available for free.  Reputable 
companies do exist, but they 
neither guarantee scholarships 

nor use aggressive sales tactics . 

 

Here are more tips:  
Do your own research 

before spending your money.   Most 

scholarship information is available for 

free , whether on the internet, in the 

library or from your high school counselor 

or college financial aid administrator.  If 
you choose to pay a scholarship search  

òScholarship or Scam?ó continued 

 
service, be sure you understand what 
youõre paying for.  
* Donõt fall for claims that òguaranteeó 

a scholarship .  Any claim should include 

qualifications or disclaimers.  

* Never give your credit card 

information, bank account information 

or Social Security number to hold a 

scholarship or grant.  Sch olarships and 

grants are  free money  ð you should never 

have to pay for one and you should  never 

give out personal information over the 

phone or internet.   

*Be wary of promotional mail stating that 

you have been selected to receive 

scholarship money only i f you pay a fee.  

Itõs probably a scam!  To learn more:  

www.ftc.gov/scholarshipscams or call 

800 -433 -3243 . 

 

http://www.ftc.gov/scholarshipscams%20or%20call%20800-433-3243
http://www.ftc.gov/scholarshipscams%20or%20call%20800-433-3243
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Looking For 

Scholarships ??? 

Check Out Counselorsõ 

Corner 

scholarship  bulletins will be available  at 

Counselorsõ Corner; a financial aid office  ð 

speak with the financial aid offices at the 

schools where you plan to apply; your  

employer , your parentsõ employers; your 

church or religious organization ; internet -

find free scholar ship searches at 

websites such as SuperCollege.com and 

Collegeboard.com. J 

 
 
Seniorsé.Save Your Credits!!! 
Excessive Absences Must Be 
Cleared ASAP!!!!!!!!  
 

 If you have uncleared 

excessive absences, from the 
spring semester, you must see 

your Assistant  Pr incipal  as soon 
as possible as there is a deadline 
to makeup absences!!!!   J 

 
Credit will be lost if absences are not 
cleared.  

Seniors Are You Aware of 
these Opportunities???  
 

If Youõre In a Jamé.Consider 

Credit - By- Exam!!! 
High school counselors can provid e 

information, answer questions and in  some 

instances, help students enroll in courses 

outside the regular school day.  The 

following options are available to Cypress 

Fairbanks I.S. D. students.  Grade and 
credit earned will be placed on the 
studentõs transcript and used in GPA and 
class rank calculation.  Exams are 

scheduled periodically throughout the  

school year .  Students should see their 

counselor for an application and 

approval . 

 

Original Credit CBE  -  CBE without  prior 

instruction - will serve primaril y as the  

vehicle for students to be given credit 

for a course they have not yet taken 

formally.  

Á Passing standard is a grade of 90+  

Á No cost  to student  

Prior Instruction CBE  

Á Student failed course with; 

minimum of grade 50  

Á CBE with prior instruction through 

correspondence, non-accredited 

private school, non -accredited 

home school, out -of -state or 

international programs  

Á A score of 70% or above required 

for credit  

Á $30.00 fee  
 
Make- Up CBE 

CBE with pr ior  instruction  

Á Student failed course with a 

minimum of 50  

Á A score of 70% or above is 

required for credit  

Á $30.00 fee  

 

 

Fall Credit By Exam Dates  
New CFISD STUDENTS ONLY: Aug. 25, Sept. 1, 
Sept. 8  

Oct. 6, Nov. 10 and Dec. 8 

 (òOpportunities ó continued)  

 
Excessive Absences CBE  

CBE with prior instruction  

Á Student passed cou rse with 70 or 

above but failed due to excessive 

absences 

Á A score of 70% or above is 

required for credit; plus Assistant 

Principalõs signature 

Á $30.00 fee  

 

Houston Learning Academy -  North 

Campus (Champions) and Katy Campus  

* See counselor for approval  and call  281 -

693 -4151 for more info.  

 

Houston Community College  

Á Counselor approval needed 
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Á Approx $150 per semester course  

* Online Admissions Request: 

www.hccs.edu 
CLASS OF 20 10  �± 
TAKE CHARGE !!!  

 
The Following Checklist will help: 

 
VTake Responsibility,   Make 

sure you are taking classes that you 
need to graduate. (Check your 
schedule and graduation 
requirements). 
 
Continue researching potential 
colleges and make your final application 
decisions. 
 
VRemind parents of the Senior Parent 
Meeting. 
VComplete a Senior Profile packet or 
resume.  Give a copy to the person you 
want to write your letter of recommendation.  
Keep copies for your file. 
 
 
 
VResearch your top college choices.  
Visit college websites to find out about their: 

 admission requirements 

 housing availability (residence hall 

space may be limited!) 
 financial aid and scholarships 

 
VTake college visits.  This 

experience is most rewarding.  
Stop by the Counselorsô Office 
for a list of question to ask 

during your visit.  
 
VKnow how you stand in your senior 
class.  You will receive a copy of your GPA 
and class rank in early fall.  Listen to 
announcements. 
VConference with your counselor.  You 
will receive a pass from your counselor.   Be 
prepared to ask pertinent questions. 
 
VRegister for the SAT and/or ACT if 
necessary.  You must take the SAT and 
ACT exams at least six weeks before your 
collegeôs submission deadline. 

 
VComplete and submit the Texas 

Common Application at 
www.applytexas.com if you are planning to 
attend a 4-year college or university.  Jan 1 
is usually the deadline for applications to 
some  

selective colleges.  Others have deadlines 
later in January or February or even later. 
 

VRequest Letters  of 
Recommendations 
   
*Remember to make your 
request at least two weeks in advance! 
 

VSearch for scholarships.  

Check scholarships posted on 
the Cy-Ridge website; 

hhtp://schools.cfisd.net/cyridge/home.stm 

Scholarship bulletins are also available at 
Counselorsô Corner and in the Counselorsô 
Office. 
 
 VBegin drafting college application 
essays. 
 
 
VTake the ASVAB (Armed Forces 
Vocational Aptitude Battery) in November.   
 
VAsk your parents to save their year-end 
payroll stubs if they show earnings for the 
year.  You can use this information to start 
completing the FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid) in January. 
*Remind parents to attend the Financial Aid 
meeting. 
 
VAvoid Senioritis.  Keep up the 
good grades.  If you donôt you 
could possibly endanger your 
college acceptance and/or scholarship 
opportunities. 
Donôt miss out on a marvelous 
opportunity to learn ï free of charge.   
 

Is College Right For 
Everyone? 

 
A traditional four-year college 
experience may not be right for 
every student, but some type of 
additional learning or training 
beyond high school can benefit 
just about anyoneðnot only for 
increased earning power but also for 
personal satisfaction.   
 
Two-year community colleges, and 
technical, trade, and career/business 
schools offer students the opportunity to 
become proficient in a field of interest to 
them.  Many programs can be completed 
within months and often cost far less 


